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The Universit ies Act. 16 of 1978

By - Laws relating tqbtudents' Discipline
,P

P A R T I - G E N E R A L .  , .

01. These By- laws may be ci ted as theBy- l .gt  No.01 of  2006 relat ing to Students Discipl ine

a;ld shal! comc into opc:'cticn cn 01.05.203e. Thcsc 3y laws cupc;scdc any oihc;'3y * ia', i: -.

regulations that may have been issued to students earlier.

o !

02. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in any of the provisions'of these By - laws tf ie Vice

Chalr,ellor shall take appropriate action he/she deems necessary to maintain discipline at the

University and nothing in these By-laws shall be construed in a manner to detract from the powers

duties and fuhctlOns conferred on or imposed upon the Vice Chancellor by the Universities Act.

No. 16 of 1978 [hereinafter referred to as'Act'] or by any other instrument

1. Upon the coming to operation of these By-laws there shall be established a

Board of Disoipline [hereinafter referred to as the "Board"] constituted as

provided ln Sub-paragraph. (2)
. *..:-"'t,

* -
The Board of disciplir ie shall consistiof the following Members who shall noid

. office for a period of 03 (thrde) years..with effect from the date of appointment.

(i) The Dean of each Faculty: ' , 
,.

( i i) A Proctor if any or a Deputy proctor nominated by the Proctor:

(i i i) Two Wardens if any nominatgd by the Vice Chancellor: ,
(iv) Two members of the Council nominated by lhe Council among its appointed

members:

(v)Two senior student Council lo/s nominated by the Vice Chancellor:

. 3. The registrar or his nominee shall be the ex-officio Secretary of the Board.

4. fnetnairman of the Board shall be elepted by tt're members from among the Deans and

he/she shall preside at all meetings of the Board. lf the Chairman is unable to preside at a

meeting thd members shall elect any Dean to preside at such meeting.

tn6*)r
5. The Chairman shall hold office for a period of one year reckoned from the date of his

election sil long as he/she retains the status of membership by virtue of which he/she wds
t t ,

gible for election as the Chairman of the Board, he/she is eliqible for re-election. ' . i :/. 1

. . i  -

6. The quorum for the meeting of the Board shall be seven members.

04. Subject  to the provis ions of  the Act.  And any oi  other appropr iate ihstruments the Board

shall have the following powers duties ?nd fu.rotions:-

(l) To regulate and determine 
'all 

matters- boncerning the maintena rce of scudents

disc ip l ine wi th in  Univers i ly :

{ l l )  To make Rules per ta in ing to  s tudent  d isc ip l in-  w i th in  the L ; , r i "ers i ty ;

a,
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' ( ru1 To hold inquiries or ca'UJe irnquires, to" be held pertain;ng to allegations of
indiscipline or misconduct on the part or any student or students of the University,

T h e V i c e C h a n c e l | o r m a y a p p o i n t " f f i t o i n q u i r e i n t o a n

incident where he/she thinks it.appropriate in the circumstances and the Board of
Discipline shall consider such leports made by such Committee and

-[e-cg]nmended appropriate action.. 
. 

,

To imposg appropriate penalties or punisnments on any student or students who
have.6een found guilty of any acts of indiscipline or misconduct or who have been
found',guilty of an,offence undeithese By-laws or of acting in contravention of the
prdvisions of these By-laws or the rules made by the Board.

To do all such ot[rer acts incidental tothe powers aforesaid, as may be required in
order to further the objectives of these By-laws.

f -

PART II 
'

r  
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Without orpiudice to the generality of the powers, duties andfuhctiong eonferred upon or
iniposed on the Council by.the Act or any other Instruments, th€ Counc1 shall be responsible for
the administration and implementation of these By-laws.

These By{aws shall apply to every Registered student of Rajarata
ulttvgrsity of sri Lanka [hereinafter referred to as the'University'J

(a) F.or the purpose of By-laws'Registered students! means any student
who had already been duly admitted and registered at the University for any

,. academic year or any student who is duly admitted and registered from tinre
. to time in respect of any Ac,rdennic year or other period of study.

' , . ' .

(b) "Academic Yea/ for the purpose of these By-laws shall be constructed to
mean the academic year as decided by the Senate from time to time.

(a) Every student of the University shall be of good behaviour and shall
at all the time conducts himself/herself an orderly manner be fitting the
status of an i.rndergraduate bi graduate student.

(b) students of the University shall at all the times endeavour to
safeguard the dignity, good name and reputation of the University.

07. Students are admitted and registered as undergraduate or graduate students of the
University, subject{o their good behaviour and observance of strict discipline.

(tv)

(v)

(vl)

( 1 )06.

(2)

(3)

t



08. Each and every student duly registered as a studerrt of the University, shall be issued
witlr a copy these8y^laws, the provisions of which wil l be binding on him/her in conformity with the
declaration made by him/her in terms of Section 15 of the application for Universitv admission
submitted by him/her to.the University Grant Commission.

09. Upon the receipt of an application on the prescribed form for registration as a student of
a h a  I  l ^ ! . . ^ - ^ 1 4 . .  a ^ - ^ ^ L - - . - . : ^ l -  - . . - L  J -  - - . - - -  - - - . -  -  -. , |e v, i rvvrrr r ry rvvsui l r r .  YvrUr Dur/ i l  uuuui l tEl t ts  as l l la ly  oe r lgcessary ror  mls purposg the Registrar

or such other officer as may'be nominated by him/her for this purpose shall register such student
and shall issue the student,so registered an ldentity Card and a Students' Record Book bearing
the photogrdph 6f the student concerned duly embossed with the seal of the University which shall
be final and conclusive evidence pertaining to the identlty of the student and also to the accuracy
of the particulars stated therein.

10. .Every registered student of the Lkriversity'dilatt have in.hislher pogsession either such tdentity
Card or Students' Record Book which he/she shall produce when called upon to do by menrber of
the academic staff or by any other officer authorizes by the Vice Chancellor or Registrar for this
purpose.

1 1. lf any registere{r student shall fail to produce or wilfully refuses to produce or neglectd to produce
- 

such ldentity cafdof Students' Record Book when :eiied upon to Ooso by an authoriied officer of
the University. Such student shall be deemed to be guilty oi an offence punirn"Ut. under these
By-laws.

12. In the event of the failure or the refusal to produce such ldentity Card or Students' Record Book to
any member of the academic staff or an authorizes officer. Such officer shall have the power to
take such student to custody'and to produce him/her before the Dean of the iespective Faculty or
warden of the respective Hall of the Residence of such student if he/she claims to be residing in a
hall of Residehce for identif ication. In the event of such student not being a resident of Hall of
Residence for such student may be produce before the chief security officer who shall report hinn
to the proctor for appropriate action.

' " - 1
13. The particulars stated in the ldentity Card or Students Record,Book shall be deemed to

contain prima facie evidence of the status of the student and shall be in the manner prescribed in
schedule I of these By-laws.

The Dean of each Faculty of the University shall have full power and

Authority to exercise supervisory control over the discipline of all students within
thdfaeulty

The Vice Chancellor may appoint a senior academic member as the Proctor of the
Univers ' i ty  and he/she shal l  act  on behal f  of  the Vice Chancel lor  in matters of

student discipl ine wi th in the Universi ty.  _The Vice Chancel lor  may delegate any of

his powers duties regarding student discipline within tire University to the proctor.

1 4 . ( 1 )

(2)

^ l
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(3) The vice 'chsncellor may in consuftation witn the /dean and the proctor appoint amember' of the academic staff of each Facurty as the Deputy proctor for suchFaculty' The'first Deputy Proctor may be apiointeo by the Vice chanceror inconsultation with the Dean of the respective Faculty.

r '  ( 4 ) A Qeput'v-erectef-*l+ffi.-Deanr ancr lhe. proctor in mafters of studentdiscipline within the Faculty. i

*
t '

t{

(S) A Depug proltor shall afso as{ist lhe pr:octoi. in hislher functions as proctor inmatters of student discipline within th: Universily.

15' For the purpose of exercising the powers conferred upon the Dean by the precedingparagraph the Dean may issue from tr,me to time instruction as he/she deems necessaryfor the maintenance of discipline in such Faculty.

16' where the Dean or ' r"J'rty of the University is satisfied that there [s a fikefihoodof the breakdown of the smcoth functioning of his/her Facurty due to the disorderry behaviour orconduct on the part of a stuoent or students. Thq Deanrlv or,"i,,.'*rg,",e remediat measureswith the ass;stahce of the frgcto-1and his/her beJutiesl, G;rt , or*t.o*n of the fupctioningof the Faculg by- {

Reprimanding such student(s) for disorderfy behaviour.
or

suspension of such student or students from the University or from attendinglecturevcourses and etc. For a period not exceeding twg weeks.i

Reporting to the Vice chanceilor for afiibn of such behbvio* of arstudent orstudents where a Dean is of the opinion that the in"iiurt is of such nature that it requirethe intervention of the universitv authoritiesi.tb;. .oo.pn"'ii;o6* ;:.: ,r. By-raws ofthe University.

17' The Dean shalt report to the Vice chancellor and the proctor any discipfinary action taken by theDean under these By_laWs.

18' Upon the coming into operation of:these By-laws the Universiti snatt have fufl power andauthority to consider and assess the conduct of each student in determining the erigibirity ofsuch student for the confer:ment on him/her of the degree, diproma certificate or other academicdistinctions.

19' Every Registered student shall be bound to protect and safeguard the property of the University"Property" for  th is purpose includes bui ld ings,  l ibra;- ies,  lecture hairs,  furnr iure,  equtpment and al lother movabre and immovabfe assets of the University

(i)

(ii)

- -

(i i i)

v



( 1 )25.

20' lf in the event of any student being found guilty of damaging or destroying or attempting to
damage or destroy the property of the university. He/she shall be deemed to have committed
an offence and shall be dealt with in accorbancd with thebrovisions of these By-laws.

21' Every student shall endeavour to foster a corporate and community spirit of l i fe and shall alwavs
respect ihe iibeny, freedom and personality of fellow students.

22' No student shall engage,in anti-social actions or in any act calculated to humiliate, ridicule, hurt
or harass a fell-ow3tudent or any other person within the University or engage in any other anti
sociar conduct which may bring the University to disrepute. .

23' No student shall incite provoke or aid and abet any other student in the commission of any if the
acts specified hetpin before. (

24' Any student who acts in violence of paragraph 6(3) (a) & (b) 2,1 to 24 ofthese By-laws shail be
guilty of an offence punishable under the provisions of these By-laws.

No meeting may be held within the Jniversity prerriises by any student or
students, University Union or soclety or other hssociation of students of the
University except with the written approval of the Vice chancellor/ proctor the' 
Dean of the Faculty, t"y peilit the holding of .a meeting of the Faculty students,
Faculty Unit or society where it is restricted to tn" students of such Faculty.

where the approval of the Vice chancellor/Dean/proctor as the case may
be has been so granted subject to such terms and conditions relating to theivenue
and date of such meeting and its duration an any other matter as may be deemed
to-be Decessary in the circumstances. The meeting must be held in conformity
with all such terms and conditions. .

(3) Any studeni who sumrnons or causes the holding of a meeting other than
in the manner prescribed in the foregoing paragraph or aids and abets any other
person to summon or hold such meeting shall be guilty of an offence and shall be
liable for punishment under the provisions of these By-laws.

Unless the prior written consent of the Vice chancellor has been
obtained, no subscription or currency may be collected among the
students, staff of the Universily or the generar pubric by any union, societv
or association.

Provided, however,  that  the orovis ion of  th is paragraph shal  not
appry to a subscription collected by a registered union, society or
association on accordance with its constitution or any By-laws,nade in
terms of section 115 (2) of the Act.

v

(2)

(a)(4)

(b)



26. (1) No notice, pamphtet, publication or other printed materiat detrimenta,^_ ,
the sood ,ilr" and disciptine of the university. Words o,, our.;:", 

"J,;,, 
:^;, 

.. i !
m5mber of the staff or student of the University may be irOnfr; and/ordistributed, circufated or exhibited in.any H"ff oin"sidence. Lecture Halt/Room,Laboratory or on any other buirding or any other property standino. on rh-prem ises of lhe uri:'e"eif -*,iffn 

ts rerrrtoria I bo un da ries.

Provided howp a m p h I eis ff" :n:""", :'"r"r', r',: 1 ff f 
':ffi 

: : :: il" : ffi [ : ; ::;registered students' union, society or other Association estabfished and
:ffi#:,.'ffi:ilil|1 orthe Act ind ininouo solery ror the rurrherins or

Provided that such hateriaf shaff not be oetrimentar to lne gooo name and
, ' 

disciPline of the university or afl/ member;t;; ;'J,' stuoent of the Univers*y.
(2) Any note' pamphlet' bulfetin pubrished shoufd contain the signature of thePresident or the Secretary of such Organization.

, -
27' The Qoard or oisiiptine.may bl any breach of these By-faws or fc 

i
under the provisions of these Bv-faws h,, -^.1'-^_,:: 

.rv-rcrws or for any offence punishabie
chanceilo, *. ,,no;#;,ffiroy-laws 

by any registered student recommended to the Vice
:** er or anyone or more of the fotowing punishments:_

A written warning or a severe reprimand;
Suspepsion f,rom the Universityl 

'.,

Wthdrdwa i of r.sidentia I fa cif ities a nr,, .:ccont modalion ;wthdrawaf, cancerfation or suspensicn of .any nn"n.i"l benefits, assistance oraward under the Mahapora schorarship scheme, any Bursary scheme ofendowed scholarship Scheme;
Disquarification form sitting any University Examination fgr a specifrc period;

;:tffiil"::'*" 
rerease or the results ;t;rr;iuu,rity Examination ror a

(vii) Expulsion form the Unlversity; .-l .

(1) l.he Board of Discipfine or any cq'tnittee of Inquiry appointed by theBoard or the Vice Chan.uffor. i* Or*or., ,.,have the power to summon anv student of the;i::il:i jl.::"f 
;fiil::the give evidence there at and to direct any student to make a written statementconcerning 

3I'rY matter pertaining to his conduct or behaviour or to the conduct ofany other student within the University.

(2) such committee of fnquiry shall conduct inquiries in accordance with the rures ofnaturaljustir)e as far as possible.

bi

(i)

(,i)

(i,i)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

tr
28,
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(1)

(3) Before the commencement of such inquiry, every accused student shall be

informed 6f the charge or charges against him/her to be triecJ at the inquiry before

the Committee of Inquiry. ,

An accused student shall be allowed to be present either in person or with
^  ' A A ' A - A A I ^ 3 : r , ^  ^ 6  a L ^  o - i - - - . -  |  l - : . . ^ - - : ! .  - .  ^ - i  .  -
r j  i U P , s r r - , r r . . r r r \ i  v .  L h c ;  t \ q , , d r ( z r a  V i l t v g t ! r ( y  r J l  € ' l l  L a f l K a  \ ) t u q g n t S  U n l o n  O f  t n g

respective Faculty Students' Union at the inquiry and may also be allowed to
suggest to the Chairman of the Committee of' lnquiry any questions that may be
put to 

"ny 
pErton who testifi.gq befo.re the.Committee of lnquiry.

The Chairman of the Committee of Inqulry may at his/her discretion put to

her witness such questions suggested by or on behalf of the accused student.

Under exceptionaltircumstances'the chairman of the committee of
Inquiry may allow the witness to grle eVidence recorded in camera.

Upon the declaration of an order of closure of thd University by the

University authorities every student of the University shall ,be bound to act in

accordance with this Order and shall leave the university premises before the

stipulated time specified in such Order. t

Any student who acts in contravention of the provisions cf the foregoing

paragraph shall be deemed to have committed an offence and shall be l iable to be
punished in accordance with the provisions of these By-laws.

i

Any student on whom a punishment has been imposed by the Vicd-

Chancellor on the recomm-endation of the Board of Discipline and who is

aggneved-iiy't1" decision oi ,n.lgorrd iegarding the punishment may within a
period of one month from lhe date of communication to him/her of such .
punishment or penalty, appeal against such punishmenl or penalty to the Vice

Chancellor.

Upon the receipt of an appeal, the Vice Chancellor shall refer such appeal to an

Appeals Committee appointed by l ' imlher.

(3) lfirt eppeals Committee, for the purpose of the above paragraph, qhall
i tonsist of three persons of legal/academic eminence appointed by the Vice

' t

Chancellor.

(s)

(6)

v

2e.  (1)

I
t

I

(2)

30. ( 1 )

(2)

The Appeals Committee shall have the power to review the decision of the Board of
n i ^ ^ i ^ l i ^ ^  .  - . A i ^ ^ . L  -  -  . - : ^ k - ^ ^ r  i - ^ ^  r  ^ ^ , J  - i t r ^ .  ^ t f  .
u . r Q e t y l l l l g  r E Y ' a l u l l l 9  l , l l g  P u r i l J l i l r l C r r \  l l l l P l l S g U  d l r \ . , /  l l l d y  C l ( l  l g l  d l l l l l l l ,  V o t y  v t  ) - 1 .  d S l U C  i l  l g

' iecision 
regarding the punishment;



3 1 . (1) lt would be the duty of a warden of a Hall of Residence to impose
discipline among the student of the Hall of Residence and act in consuttation with
the Proctor regardjng matter$ pertaining to student discipline in the Hall of
Residence

(2) A warden of a Hall of Residence shall inquire into complaints of breach of
tliscipTine and tal<e appropriate action :

,bV himself/herself where the act of
indiscipline ig not of a serious nature and may impose any of the following
punishments;
F ; -

(i) ' Suspension. from the
weeks;

(ii) A written wqrning
*  

:  
' : ,  

) r  
*  

- +

(3) In every case in qhiqh a warden acts under the above prdvisions, he/she shall
submit a report to the Proctor and shall act in consultation with the proctor.
where the Proctor is of the view that the breach of discipline is of such nature that it
calls for his interavention he may,ect in the mannbr laid.down in these By-laws.

{

^:tt :::1.t, wlio is aggrieved by the punishment Tmposeci by a wardep shatr have
the right to appeal to the Vice ctrancellor forthwith and the Vice chanceltor instructs

Hall of Residerice ior a peri6d not exceeding two

ft,
\l-

(4)

the Proctor to conduct a formal inquiry where
the nature of the incident. '

he csns.iders desirable depending on

32.; (1) The Dean of a Faculty shalf impose discipline amongJhe students of the
Faculty and shall act in consultatibn with the Proctor and Deputy proctor of the
te9-''.,L|,"garding matters,Dertaining to student discipline in his Faculty.

(2) The Dean of a Faculty shall inquire into complairits of breach discipline and take
appropriale action by,himself/herself where the act of i,-,:ciiscipline is of such a

- 
nature that,,it.could be adequately dealt with by imposing any pf the following
punishment:

t
(i)

(ii)

suspension form academic activities for a period not exceeding two weeks
A written warning

submit a

.nv

'(3) In every case in which a Dean acts under the above provisions he/she
report to the proctor.

. - l r .

(a) An student who is aggrieved by the puniihments imposeo by a Dean of a Faculty shall
have the right to appeal to the Vrce chancellor who may revrew the punrshrnent and/or
order the conduct of a formal inquiry whe. e he/she consideis it desirable, depenrlino on
the nature of the incident.
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| , ,

\,

( 1 ) subject to the provisions of the universifles A:t and other status of the
university' $-e Proctor shall be the authority in charge of ttre maintenance of disciprineq{nong the students of the University.

In discharging the above duties, he/she shall act in consultation with the Vice chancellorand with the assistance of the Deputy pr.cctcr... .

The Proctor shalt inquire into complaints of breach of discipfine in the University andtake appropfiate action

,0, 
f::,::lTl:"r::.f,r:':.iprine 

is of such a nature that it can be adequarery deart with
Ft ,1,: ,rp".::i"i of the fotfowins punishmenis, hershe ,., ,oo, ,,;;#;

(i) Egllension fr_om the Universg for a perriod not exceeding five 1Sr weeks:

(2)

(3)

s;:;..

\

(ii) ry{ written warnipg

(5) In every case in which the Proctor.:tt u1!er these. provisions, he/she shal submit areport to the Vice Chancellor. .
i '

,tl 
:::::::llT".: 

*,'.:.d by rhe punishment impose by the pr:octor, shal naub tne' 

l::::":::lll t$v'* chance'of forthwith and the vi.. *,.;J.;;;_;;;f ;"puniihment anOloioiOer a format inquiQuiU whetry where he/she considers itdesirabte.

(7) In cases in which incidents of indiscipline are
preliminary inquiry and submit his observations
action under these By-laws --

' /  i-/
A Deputy Pi;:tpr:of a Faculty shall assist the Dean of the Faculty to maintain andimpose discipline among students of the Faculty and shall report to the Deanregarding such matters.

(2) A Deputy Proctor shall also assist the Proctor in the Maintenance of disciplirie amongthe students of the University.

I

a

reported, the procto, ?n"il conducr ..
to the Vice Chancellor for appropriate

34. ( 1 )

r - Y
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